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FORWORD

This booklet is a follow-up to Towada Art Center
Archive 2008-2020 published in 2020, and covers the
activities of the Towada Art Center over the five years
from 2020 to 2024.

The Towada Art Center (TAC) is a museum
primarily focused on display of permanent exhibits by
internationally renowned artists. Of the two special
exhibitions staged at TAC each year, one has been
dedicated exclusively to an artist in that permanent
collection, in an attempt to reinterpret the work on
permanent display by exhibiting others made using
different materials and techniques and/or presenting
the artist’s newest or early works. These exhibitions
featured Tomas Saraceno (2021, “Inter+Play Season
2”), Nawa Kohei (2022), and Liu Jianhua (2023).

As one of Japan’s top-tier contemporary art
museums, another priority for TAC has been to
showcase mid-career Japanese artists already with a
decade or so of art world exposure, and to this end
there have been solo exhibitions by Momose Aya
(2022), Yu Araki (2023), and Taninaka Yuske (2024).

Another important characteristic of the Towada
Art Center is its role as base for the Arts Towada
initiative, which interprets the entire city of Towada
as an art museum. For “Inter+Play” in 2020, art unit H
[mé] turned a city building into a work titled space,
and since then, the gallery incorporated therein have
served as a satellite venue for TAC, staging two solo
exhibitions annually by up-and-coming Japanese
artists. Here, Oiwa Euske, Aoyagi Natsumi, tsu-tsu,
Mino Arata, Noriko Okaku , and Yuuki Horiuchi
made experimental new works based on their research
in Towada and the surrounding area. The new outdoor
sculpture Quantum Apples by Suzuki Yasuhiro,
meanwhile, joined the permanent collection as a piece
of street furniture in the grounds of the Towada City
Library.

Another major undertaking over the past five years
has been the forging of partnerships with four other
fine art institutions in the prefecture, prompted by the
opening of the Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary
Art (2020) and reopening of the Hachinohe Art

Museum (2021). Teaming with these partners to

stage AOMORI GOKAN Arts Fest 2024, for its
main exhibition TAC hosted the “Becoming Feral”
group exhibition of promising young artists. As a joint
program we also presented one of the GENKI-RO of
TAC permanent collection artist Kuribayashi Takashi.

These past five years were also, like elsewhere,
dominated by the challenges of COVID-19. The
Towada Art Center was forced to close for a time to
help prevent spread of the virus, but doing so also gave
us a renewed appreciation of the important role played
by an art museum’s own holdings. During this period
we swapped out the permanent exhibits for the first
time since opening, and added large works by Shiota
Chiharu and Leandro Erlich.

We also channeled a great deal of effort into the
TAC learning programs, developing various tools
to assist the art appreciation experience, as well as
partnering with schools, and found ways to bring
members of the local community and outside visitors
together, including via a volunteer program to help
people make the most of their visit.

We hope that as well as serving as a record of the
activities of the Towada Art Center over the past five
years, this booklet will offer hints for the future of
provincial art museums in Japan.

Last but not least, allow us to take this
opportunity to thank everyone who has supported
these and other activities of the Towada Art Center
over the past five years.

March 2025
Washida Meruro
Director, Towada Art Center
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New acquisitions

ERTE (koEE)
HIEE £ 2021

M ABOM, FULESR
YA X (WXDxH) :
544.8x852.7x465 cm
XA © 20216
Shiota Chiharu
Memory of Water

2021

Wooden boat, red wool
544.8%x852.7x465 cm

EAIEF (35HAM1485 kHz)
FIEF : 2018

R IVXTVT T—TN HR
YAZXAE

INEE A © 202055

Mohri Yuko

Orochi (Serpent) AM 1485 kHz
2018

Donated: 2020

Radio amp, cable, magnet

L7vrFa-T)vE
(Y—7T/RTALR)
HI1EE 201272021
F P IURMATYT
HAZ (WXDxH) :
626x1050%700 cm

IR A ¢ 20214 A
Leandro Erlich
Edificio— Buenos Aires
2012/2021

Mixed media
626%1050%700 cm

SARERIE (IFCEYDRE)
HIEE : 2020

FM  FRP, #k, AT LR
HAZ (WXDxH) :
293x399%300 cm
IRER 5 - 2023F
Suzuki Yasuhiro
Quantum Apples

2020

Donated: 2023

FRP, iron, stainless
293x399%300 cm

R (aTTAD =D FR—1>7)

HESE © 2007-2008
FH IR, $HE

YA X (WXDxH) :

IR A © 2025 508
Tsubaki Noboru
Drawing for aT TA
2007-2008

Donated: 2025

Paper, pencil

2129 cm

FitlER

2MRF (PixCell-Deer#52)

HIESE : 20184

M IURIMATAT
HAZ (WXDxH) :
189.6x150x217.3cm
FEE : AR
FFREHARS : 2021-2024 4
Deposit

Nawa Kohei

2018

Mixed media
189.6x150%x217.3 cm
Deposit period: 2021-2024
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20204 7H23H-202198A29H Jul 23,2020-Aug 29, 2021

A2 —+ 74 E15

Inter+Play Season 1
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i
Av2—+7LA E1H
2020%F9A308 T+ MEMHRAEMERT

Inter+Play was a three-part exhibition staged to
celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Arts Towada
initiative. Displayed inside the Towada Art Center were
an installation by Tsuda Michiko that used mirrors, video
cameras and projectors to confound the senses; a work
by evala that evoked the sensation of dissolving into a
sea of sound; and a new work by Matsubara Megumi
based on the color red, product of research conducted
during her stay in Towada. Outside TAC, a large outdoor
sculpture by Suzuki Yasuhiro also served as a seating
through all three seasons of the exhibition. Another
development was the sudden materialization of a stark
white gallery space in downtown Towada courtesy of
art collective B [mé]. Throughout all three Inter+Play
shows, audiences also enjoyed music and dance
performances by Behavior Problem Trio in the TAC
exhibition space, and out in the wider community.

Artists

Tsuda Michiko, evala, Matubara Megumi,
B [mé], Suzuki Yasuhiro, Behavior Problem Trio

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Sponsored by | Création Baumann

In cooperation with | Aomori Contemporary Art Centre

Endorsed by | The To-o Nippo Press; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun
Inc; Aomori Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television
Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; and
Towada City Board of Education

Curators | Kanazawa Kodama, Washida Meruro

Assistant curators | Mitome Sayaka, Nakagawa Chieko, Satomura
Mari

Performance by Behavior Problem Trio
Aug 8-9,2021 Summer Night Festival

Public Programs

»Jul 19, 2020 Matsubara Megumi lecture & performance: “The
Mystery of Red” plus conversation with Kanazawa Kodama

» Dec 26, 2020 Tsuda Michiko, Dance of Gravity: lecture &
performance

Catalogue
Inter+Play #001
Published by Towada Art Center on Sep 30, 2020

Archive 2020-2025 010
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2021410A18-2022%18108 Oct 1,2021-Jan 10,2022
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Inter+Play Season 2

LUEBDBERERER (779X (z7-$—b-271) )
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The second season of Inter+Play showcased recent
work by Tomas Saraceno featuring balloons and spiders,
themes also found in his work on clouds (Air-Port-City)
in the TAC permanent collection. This included the
unveiling of three new Arachnomancy Cards inspired
by an arachnid of Japanese folklore, and the short film
Living at the bottom of the ocean of air featuring the
Japanese water spider. Saraceno’s personal vision of
a future without fossil fuels or air pollution was also on
display, including in the installation Thermodynamics
Suite, which generated drawings during the exhibition
using air and the movement of people, and Aeroscene
Backpack kit to make his Aerosolar sculpture airborne.

Artists

Tomas Saraceno, Suzuki Yasuhiro,
B [mé], Behaviour Problem Trio

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Endorsed by | Embassy of the Argentine Republic; The To-o Nippo
Press; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; Aomori Broadcasting
Cooperation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; Asahi
Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; and Towada City Board of
Education

In cooperation with | Goethe-Institut Tokyo

Curators | Kanazawa Kodama, Washida Meruro

Assistant curators | Mitome Sayaka, Nakagawa Chieko, Satomura
Mari

Performance by Behavior Problem Trio
Nov 6 and 7,2021 Sanbongi Strolling (Towada Art Center,
Kancyougai Avenue, Kamikita Regional Learning Center)

Public Programs

»Oct 10, 2021 Gallery Talk by Curator

»Nov 10, 2021 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Nov 26, 2021 Tomas Saraceno and Shinohara Masatake
Online Talk

»Nov 27,2021 Tomas Saraceno Arachnomancy Cards
Workshop

»Dec 10, 2021 Gallery Talk by Curator

»Jan 10,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

Catalogue
Inter+Play #002
Published by Towada Art Center on Mar 30, 2022

Archive 2020-2025 012
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Inter+Play Season 3
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In addition to a number of exhibits from the second
season of Inter+Play, season 3 featured work by Towada-
born filmmaker Mizushiri Yoriko, and sculptor Aoki Chie.
Evoking a visual experience of the haptic, Mizushiri’'s
animations trigger tactile and painful sensations. Music
for her work in this exhibition was provided by musician
Yuka C. Honda, with a new composition especially

for Towada. Meanwhile, in her body-themed lacquer
sculptures Aoki Chie creates forms in which pent-up
emotions manifest externally, enveloping the body.

The mirror-like surface of layer upon layer of lacquer
covering these bodies possesses a penetrating depth
that lures the viewer into the work. Inter+Play featured a
mix of both new and old works.

Artists

Mizushiri Yoriko, Aoki Chie, Tomas Saraceno,
Suzuki Yasuhiro, B [mé], Behaviour Problem
Trio

Organizer | Towada Art Center

Endorsed by | Embassy of the Argentine Republic; The To-o Nippo
Press; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; Aomori Broadcasting
Cooperation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co., Ltd.; Asahi
Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; and Towada City Board of
Education

Curators | Kanazawa Kodama, Washida Meruro

Assistant curators | Mitome Sayaka, Nakagawa Chieko, Toyama
Aruma, Satomura Mari

Performance by Behavior Problem Trio
May 14, 2022 Art Vaccination
May 15,2022 Ab-ou-T T-owa-dA

Public Programs

» Apr 16,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Apr 22,2022 Artist Talk with Mizushiri Yoriko and Aoki Chie
(Online)

»May 21,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

Catalogue
Inter+Play #003
Published by Towada Art Center on Mar 30, 2022
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2022%6A18H-11A20H Jun18-Nov 20,2022

BMRF ERTHRK

Nawa Kohei: Generative Interface

A, v ie-w) CTEHAZRH IS VWS BEO
BREHIC. HIXAPREBREDIEFIEFLRZMPH
BEEBLAD L A OFAhHYAE—BELTE
KLTWB, ZMOFHOEBR, AZREBROF
n—A > Y—X [Esquisse] LXFFED [PixCelll.
ZLTH ETWhite Code] 2 &L Z K AERIU—
XD LB LT, B R KLY Z2—T % &M D RE
{Ef [Array-Black] ¥ V—X DE LR THER I N
{(Dot) % (Line) . EXER DL I BMEL[AEIE
[Velvet] Y V—X #rABH T TREHI/DLT2E
1t 9% [Black Field] U —X D& ER%ERERLT-,

HEAER
EMRF

215 | HHBEHREAREME, HHEH R 2 — (20224108108
-20224115208)

Ef | HAEHRREMNE
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WG | FPavTRTYSIAYIN—T

ETRHE | FIRE (kojin kyoto) , BEKFERZ (VB Sv/sr 7o/ as— ARt
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BiEA~ b
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»202248ATH
»2022410A8H

T=F4RL b=2
FEBICEBZFYIU—F+—2
FEBICEZFYIU—b—2

=

FEBICEZFYIU—b—7

In works revolving around the unique concept of
perceiving the world in terms of “cells” (both biological
and/or particles), Nawa has spent his career pursuing
new approaches to sculpture, spanning a diverse range
of techniques, and materials, including glass and liquid.
“Generative Interface” traced the evolution of Nawa’s
practice via a varied lineup including the “Esquisse”
drawings from the artist’s postgraduate studies, the
prominent “PixCell” sculptures, and his new “White
Code” series. The exhibition at the Community Center
included Dot and Line from the “Array-Black” series

of prints, the “Velvet” series of pieces covered in soft
hairs resembling moss or mycelia, and the “Black Field”
series of objects with surfaces that change slowly over a
period of months.

Artist
Nawa Kohei

Venue | Towada Art Center, Towada City Community Center(Oct
10, 2022-Nov 20,2022)

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd.; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; The To-o Nippo Press; and
Towada City Board of Education

Special support | Nanjo and Associates Group

Exhibition sponsors | Tezuka Kiyoshi (kjin kyoto), Fujinami Katsuyuki
(President, VB Japan Technology Co, Ltd.)

Exhibition support | Warehouse TERRADA; First Plywood Co,, Ltd.;
Aomori Plywood Co,, Ltd.; Hoshino Resorts Oirase Keiryu Hotel
Curator | Mitome Sayaka

Public Programs

»Jun 18,2022 Artist Talk with Nawa Kohei
»Jun 25,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Aug 7,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator
»Oct 8,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

Archive 2020-2025 016
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2022%12A10H-2023%6A4H Dec 10,2022-Jun 4,2023

BEX OzEFE5

Momose Aya: Interpreter

BREEICHEERT.EELDIIZA=F—avD
hTELBRGEET—< L, Bk £o2a7U5q -
PIvEA—%EKHEBEEBRLTCVWS, AETIE, THEF
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BREENPHROELZMELOBERPZOERIC
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HEMER
B#X

EfE | HHIAHRAEMNE

%38 | AL (Art & Railways)

% | AR NSTIv I NI FIRZAN
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i
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2023558260 HNFaT-AYEZIVR-s57 KRS, Eif
AR BRI RAT

Taking as her theme the imbalances that arise in

our communications with others, Momose explores
questions around the body, sexuality and gender, mainly
in video works. At this exhibition she unveiled a new
sound installation on the theme of female voice actors,
titled Etude for a Voice Actor. The work features just

a “voice” with no accompanying animation showing

the appearance and gestures of the character that
would make it possible to discern their sex. This “voice”
divorced from any visual context manifests as a fluid
presence transcending sex. Also featured were a
number of works showing relationships with others of
different age and/or sex, and the invisible presences and
oppressiveness behind these relationships, including
Social Dance and Fixed Point Observation (With My
Father).

Artist
Momose Aya

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Sponsored by | Kigoshi Jun (Art & Railways)

Supported by | Pacific House Textile Co., Ltd.

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd.; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; The To-o Nippo Press; and
Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Mitome Sayaka

Public Programs

»Dec 10,2022 Artist Talk with Momose Aya
»Dec 17,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

»Jan 21,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Apr 8,2023 Gallery Talk by Curator

Catalogue

Momose Aya: Interpreter

Published by Culture Convenience Club and Bijutsu Shuppan-sha
on May 26,2023
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2023%6A248-118198 Jun24-Nov 19,2023

B heAEC

Liu Jianhua: Fluid voids
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»2023%57A220 F=EBILEBFrIU—Fb—7
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B8
BlEE hZEE<
2023F1RANE +HMHEBRAEMERT

Growing up in the city of Jingdezhen, ancient home of
porcelain, Liu spent time working in a porcelain factory
before studying sculpture, and now uses clay, stone,
glass, pottery and other materials to create sculptural
objects and installations on the themes of economic and
social change in China, and the issues arising from this
transformation.

For this exhibition the main gallery played host to
Discard, composed of everyday items from plastic drink
bottles to shoes, all crafted in porcelain. Other works
spanning Liu’s career from early years to recent times
included his latest, Porcelain Tower, which consists

of only the mouths and necks of bottles and jars; the
floating pillow Regular/Fragile-Part, whose form
echoes that of Mark in the Space in the TAC permanent
collection; as well as Trace, which resembles black ink
stains running down a wall, or the fluid glaze used to
finish ceramic pieces.

Artist
Liu Jianhua

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | Pacific House Textile Co,, Ltd.

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd.; Aomori FM Broadcasting; The Daily-Tohoku Shimbun Inc; The
To-o Nippo Press; and Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Mitome Sayaka

Public Programs

»Jun 24, 2023 Artist Talk with Liu Jianhua
»Jul 22,2022 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Aug 26, 2023 Gallery Talk by Curator

Catalogue
Liu Jianhua: Fluid voids
Published by Towada Art Center on Dec 11,2023
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2023%F12A90-2024%3A31H Dec 9, 2023-Mar 31,2024

AR LONELY PLANETS

Yu Araki: LONELY PLANETS

BERETAVHZFTERLADF OB LRAKIL, &tk
DRABEE LB TRIZERCERE FVSFL
LEROBR. TN RHEIERENEEE, F¥a
AVRY = TZA—= 3R EOME X BREGRIER T, B
ICA—FEFRICKRBLUCES -, HRMNICHERARITHAF
Ty hbaffirshizRAKE TR, +FETA-BZo
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TOVY—FERICHIEIN 4R OFEORRIERE
BEERIREERL,
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®iE | EHRPABE, BHRTLE FHRRE, T7TLEHK 7—U—FIL
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»2023F12A9H 7—T4Rb- =7

»12A160 FZEEICLEZF¥YIU—F—7

»2024F2AN1MB NF7v7Ev8—ARVE [THTIvo - b=7]
[ A& LONELY PLANETS] flfT@R & LS. =2 1
[FEAIEDHAPPY HOUR]

»2A1RE HRFEH7=x

»3A16H MEERLBRE+T—TA4 XL b=

»3A23H ZFEBICLZ¥YIY—+—7

»3A23H HERFEHTz

F &

FiAME  LONELY PLANET
2024518308 HARUHT74VLT— MERIT

Having spent his youth moving between Japan and the
United States, Yu Araki explores the mistranslations and
misunderstandings that arise between the languages
and cultures of different places, as well as relationships
between originals and copies and the power structures
they reveal, expressing these themes as documentaries
and animations, in film or video artwork format,
occasionally with a humorous slant. As well as four past
works, this exhibition taking the title of the globally-
renowned travel guidebooks presented four new videos
based on the artist’s research in Aomori and the Tohoku
region, starting with NEW HORIZON, which overlaps
interviews with foreign language teaching assistants
(ALTs) in Towada and the surrounding area with notes
written by Japan’s first native English language teacher,
Ranald MacDonald.

Artist
Yu Araki

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Sponsored by | Yamaguchi Tsumie

Supported by | BenQ Japan Co,, Ltd.; MUJIN-TO Production
Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd.; Aomori FM Broadcasting; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc,; The
To-o Nippo Press; and Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Nakagawa Chieko

Public Programs

»Dec 9, 2023 Artist Talk with Yu Araki

»Dec 16,2023 Gallery Talk by Curator

»Feb 11,2023 Academic Talk at Hatinohe Book Center, Yu Araki
LONELY PLANETS publication commemorative screening,
talk, Autograph session [Yu Araki HAPPY HOUR]

»Feb 12, 2024 English Conversation Café

»Mar 16,2024 Yu Araki Film Screening & Artist Talk

»Mar 23, 2023 Gallery Talk by Curator

» Mar 23, 2024 English Conversation Café

Catalogue
Yu Araki: LONELY PLANET
Published by Film Art Inc. on Jan 30, 2024
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2024%12R7H-2025%3A23H Dec7,2024-Mar 23,2025

AhaE UL DIER

Taninaka Yuske: Choose Grief
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»2024412A7H. 88 /¥7+—<>Z (Gallop)
»2024512A8H BHFEHEFERICLEFvIV—F—2
»2025%18198 [FEBRMAEIFEEICLZFYIU—+—7
»202553A23H RABVALRZZAN VS LLICELEERS

Taninaka Yuske's practice is an interdisciplinary affair
encompassing sculpture, dance, performance, and
more. In this exhibition he presented installation,
sculptural, video, and performance works reflecting on
the inherent fragility of all bodies due to aging, illness,
injury, and disability, and the hopes and desires fostered
by the constantly evolving medical technology that
aspires to conquer that fragility; and also on approaches
to living that embrace this weakness, acknowledging
that things do not always go as we would like them to.
The “grief” of the exhibition title connotes inquiry into
finding a way to live that engages with loss in the form of
the unavoidable depletion of our bodily functions over
time.

Artist
Taninaka Yuske

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Sponsored by | MELCO Group Inc.

Supported by | Nomura Foundation, Toshiaki Ogasawara Memorial
Foundation

In Cooperation with | Ichisawa Concrete Industry Co,Ltd.,
Nakanoshima Museum of Art, Osaka

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co, Ltd., Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation, Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd., Aomori Fm Broadcasting, The Daily-Tohoku Shimbun Inc., The
To-o Nippo Press, and Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Toyama Aruma

Public Programs

»Dec7-8, 2024 Performance Gallop

»Dec 8,2024 Gallery Talk by Artist and Curator

» Jan 19,2025 [With sign language explanation] Gallery Talk by
Curator

»Mar 23, 2025 Joint vision: art for the sighted and non-sighted
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space& |

2020F7AHNH2022%E5A £ T MESh M2 —+TLI1R
T, B [mé] Icdk->THItESh EbBh O EYERREIC
L7 fFm.

HPOTCRFY I ELTEONTOW AR VB D2BEES IS
FBLWEPXHF KELHIFROFAMEE, HEOERE
BhEIBRELNTEVEIEESTULE AMADNSRTHD L,
TABHHTBRRIBERICTVIONTEY, 2 THWEY
DI RIHFH =B ERMZEY DI eh L5 ThHs, ELhDAE
PUREFOODE LA RLTREESYEI B HFTSZ
DERIE. ZNZ N O ZBEIL - EAH S, RIS, EO
P RRBEREZERYICT S,

About space

“space” is a building in Towada converted to a gallery by art
collective B [mé] as part of the Inter+Play exhibition that
ran from July 2020 to May 2022.

Fitted snugly into the upstairs floor of a rundown building
previously housing a bar, is a gallery that reflects the
architecture of TAC itself, complete with white walls and
ceiling, and large glass window. From outside, the original
windows and floor appear to have been abruptly excised,
and a new space stuck on top of an old building. This work
in which things with different purposes and contexts coexist
without ever mixing, highlights the features of each of those
things, while simultaneously throwing into relief the contrast
and tension between them.

[

e
B [mél

2013 EB &R D, T—T4R P TRMBAE,
FALIR— BB A VR —F— BHRX
ZHRLETEIRAT—bF—L, B4 0 #ieE
HEEDTF—L-IUIA2a>DHE BFED
FERIYVNICIEDLTRRERCEREE
BOTARR,/ BHREERL, RCLLTREDI4
REHREAI-LORKICEIEFELILTS
ERE BT 5, EEDFEIC FERICIE-ZY
b oA (FEREMEE 2019), (2308 ]
(Tokyo Tokyo FESTIVAL 234113, 2019-2021)
REDN BB, SV EEBREMHE202371L4
2=,

HIESE | 2020
M| TURIAT4T

B [mé] comprises artist Kojin Haruka,
director Minamigawa Kenji, and production
manager Masui Hirofumi. They value
teamwork that utilizes the individual
strengths of each member, which allows
them to develop works that attract us to
the endless uncertainty of the real world,
placing an emphasis on exhibition spaces
and the role of the visitor, regardless of
any specific genre or methodology. Their
major works include Unreliable Reality -
The Where of This World (2014, Shiseido
Gallery, Tokyo) and Elemental Detection
(2016, Saitama Triennale).

2020
Mixed Media
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2022%7A1H-9A4H Jul1-Sep 4,2022

REHH RFOP

Oiwa Euske: Pin case

1

REHBARI ZRAZME YEPES. BT . K7tk In addition to works interweaving multilayered spaces and
BARSEORET LB OBREASEMAALEREEICIZ. language styles from narrative to storytelling, manzai comic

° L ., . o e u ulti i , writing,
—62*11 0)1:5"“%;& &71“2&31 ‘if‘kﬂh EVIAEN—RIS and curation. In his first-ever exhibition at a museum, by using
HEHECTACHREZEL BREVFORENLEEAERE  he format of a play to control the audience’s actions and
2XEHHS, B [mé] 0ERTHH S [space| LZDEDD+ progress around the exhibition, he exposed the institutional

AR OZRESEERZ - [ZREM] & LTEIRRL . nature of the art exhibition, reframing it as “installation art ”
encompassing the “space” building that is also an artwork by B
[mé], and the whole of the surrounding Towada streetscape.

HEER
j(%l‘ﬂﬁlﬁi Artist
Oiwa Euske
£1% | Space
E | +AIARRAENE Venue | space
BhAK | SFNAERE XML LB LSRR & iz e LIz tguc 515 XE Organized by | Towada Art Center
Bt EEE Supported by | The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of
®iE | ERFPABE, EHRTLE FHBE, 7Y —FILHEL. HRA Japan in fiscal 2022
it HAAGREEES Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
28 | BIFEE Broadcastm_g Corporatlop; Aomori Television Blfoadcastlng Co,
Ltd.; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; The To-o Nippo Press; and
. _ Towada City Board of Education
Bi#7nY5h Curator | Nakagawa Chieko
»2022%7A1H T—T4Rk-b=2
»8H13H XAEMHXBEEETH (+NEHRREMR) Public Programs
» Jul 1,2022 Artist talk with Oiwa Euske
28 » Aug 13, 2022 Oiwa Euske and Kuraya Mika Cross Talk (Towada
REMHE BROP Library)
202343A1H +HEBRAEMERT
Catalogue

Oiwa Euske, P in case
Published by Towada Art Center on Mar 1,2023

1,2. (AR oP) B RASR
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2022%9R17TH-12A18H Sep 17-Dec 18,2022

B THE

Aoyagi Natsumi: Logbook of a Sea Goddess

1
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®iE | EHRPAMRE. FHRTLE FHRBE, 7—Y—HIALHHEIL, HE
B, HHETHEZES

oF | AlBExE

BE70s54
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2023%3A238 +METRAXMERT

1 (2 BREAR 2 (i) BRER

Aoyagi Natsumi uses video and text to engage with her
surrounding environment and capture the invisible. For this
exhibition she wrote a short tale interweaving elements from
past and present, east and west involving ships and travel,
including worship of the sea goddess Mazu that spread across
East Asia as people traveled by boat; cocktails, said to have
developed to keep sailors hydrated and healthy during long
sea voyages in the Age of Discovery; and seeds and butterflies
that spread beyond national borders to colonize new lands
alongside the movement of people, presenting this in six

video installations at six different venues including the “space”
satellite gallery, TAC cafe, a florist, hot spring, and bars.

Artist
Aoyagi Natsumi

Venue | space

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of
Japan fiscal 2022

In cooperation with | Airi no Heya, Cocktail Bar RED DOOR,
Michinoku Onsen, Tashima Flower Shop, honkbooks, and the
Tokyo University of the Arts Graduate School of Film and New
Media RAM Association

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd,; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc; The To-o Nippo Press; and
Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Toyama Aruma

Public Programs

»Sep 17,2022 Artist Talk with Aoyagi Natsumi

»Nov 23, 2022 Aoyagi Natsumi and Minato Chihiro in
Conversation (Towada City Community Center)

Catalogue
Aoyagi Natsumi: Logbook of a Sea Goddess
Published by Towada Art Center on Mar 23,2023
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2023%7A1H-9A3H Jul1-Sep 3,2023

& | tsu-tsu # E

tsu-tsu: On the Land

whae

1
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i

Documentary actor tsu-tsu has coined the term “documentary acting”
for the series of processes he undertakes in the act of interviewing
people and playing them, including interviewing, studying for the role,
and rehearsing. He spent the two months of the exhibition in Towada
conducting interviews, with a particular focus on seven individuals each
with their own connection to the city, and following a daily routine mainly
in four specific city locations in a public display of the documentary acting
process. His research in Towada in the leadup to the exhibition, and
materials for his performances discovered during this daily routine and
public rehearsals, were stored from day to day and updated at the “space”
satellite venue. Toward the end of the exhibition he gave a performance
reflecting on the cumulative experiences of the previous two months.

Artist
tsu-tsu

Venue | space, Towada Art Center Café, House ,Okuyama Photo Studio.
Community Center Taowada Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan for fiscal
year 2023

In cooperation with | 14-54, Okuyama Photo Co. Ltd., Goto Shuiji, Goto lkuko
Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co, Ltd,; Aomori Broadcasting
Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co, Ltd.; Aomori FM
Broadcasting; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc.; The To-o Nippo Press; and
Towada City Board of Education

Artwork contributed by | Kuma Foundation Curator | Nakagawa Chieko

Public Programs

» Jul1,2023 Documentary Acting by tsu-tsu

» Jul 2 Documentary Acting by tsu-tsu

» Aug 6 Matsumoto Tea Shop “Shaberiba-yatai” Gathering

» Aug 26-27, Aug 31-Sep 3 Retrospective Performance (Community
Center Towadav

Catalogue
tsu-tsu: On the Land
Published by Towada Art Center on Mar 1,2024
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=HHADEDICLDET

Mino Arata: Till Things Are Quiet
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Completing studies in the very different fields of theater and
photography, stage writer and photographer Mino Aratais a
transdisciplinary artist who writes plays based on the history
and memories buried in land and landscapes, and “stages”
them in the form of performances and installations. In this
exhibition he carried out research in the Aomori city of Misawa,
home to a US military base, and used his findings to pen “Till
Things Are Quiet,” which he then presented as an installation
consisting of photos and video at the “space” satellite venue,
plus four other locations including Art Square, a hotel, and a
community space.

Artist
Mino Arata

Venue | space

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | The Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of
Japan for fiscal year 2023

In cooperation with | 14-54, Super Hotel Towada

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd.; Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation; Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd.; Aomori Fm Broadcasting; The Daily Tohoku Shimbun Inc; The
To-o Nippo Press; and Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Toyama Aruma

Public Programs
»Sep 16,2023 Artist Talk with Mino Arata
»Oct 29, 2023 Till Things Are Quiet: The Musical

Catalogue
Mino Arata: Till Things Are Quiet
Published by Towada Art center on Feb 10,2025
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B A 7 #LER

Noriko Okaku: #spread
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Noriko Okaku is interested in transcendent forces and the
laws and principles that make up our world. Interweaving
stories and ideas from folklore, including myths, legends, and
the occult, with theoretical frameworks such as philosophy;,
religious studies, quantum mechanics, and information
thermodynamics, she creates works that combine collage,
animation and present-day technologies such as virtual
reality (VR) and artificial intelligence (Al). This exhibition was
inspired by the quote “Language is a virus from outer space”
from novelist William Burroughs. In it, the act by which visitors
changed the exterior view of a virtual “space” by inputting their
individual names, was likened to the process of viral infection
by which a virus infiltrates the host and expels new self-
generated cells.

Artist

Noriko Okaku

Venue | space

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
Government of Japan in fiscal 2024

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co, Ltd., Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation, Aomori Television Broadcasting Co,, Ltd.,
Aomori Fm Broadcasting, The Daily-Tohoku Shimbun Inc., The To-o
Nippo Press, and Towada City Board of Education

Curator | Nakagawa Chieko

Related Events
»Jun 6,2024 Gallery Tour by Artist
» Aug 18, 2024 Lecture Performance by the Artist + Workshop

Catalogue
Noriko Okaku: #spread
Published by Towada Art center on Mar 24, 2025
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Yuuki Horiuchi: Q's Journey
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Yuuki Horiuchi employs a variety of techniques including video,
sculpture, painting and installation to contemplate questions
of time, dimension, randomness, and perception. Witnessing
snow at Lake Towada, she was inspired by the endless cycle
of the seasons to assemble an exhibition of works including
sculptures of spheres, a sculpture representing a burning
candle and its shadow, video footage of clouds, and drawings
evoking the orbits of planets, created in a range of media.
Taking as their motifs various “kyu = spheres = Qs” Horiuchi's
works conjured up sensory experiences of natural phenomena
experienced by many as part of everyday living, while
simultaneously suggesting the existence of different kinds of
time, such as the specific current of time of an exhibition, and
the time taken for snow to melt.

Artist

Yuuki Horiuchi

Venue | space

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Supported by | Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs,
Government of Japan in the fiscal 2024

Endorsed by | Asahi Broadcasting Aomori Co,, Ltd., Aomori
Broadcasting Corporation, Aomori Television Broadcasting Co.,
Ltd., Aomori Fm Broadcasting, The Daily-Tohoku Shimbun Inc., The
To-o Nippo Press, and Towada City Board of Education

In cooperation with | Kumagai Masatoshi Culture Foundation
Curator | Nakagawa Chieko

Related Problem
Sep 21,2024 Yuuki Horiuchi and Masuda Tomohiro Cross Talk

Catalogue
Yuuki Horiuchi: Q’s Journey
Published by Towada Art Center on Feb 28, 2025
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AOMORI GOKAN Arts Fest 2024
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In this new type of art festival launched in 2020, five Aomori museums
and art centers with a contemporary art focus—the Aomori Museum
of Art, Aomori Contemporary Art Centre operated by Aomori Public
University, Hirosaki Museum of Contemporary Art, Hachinohe Art
Museum, and Towada Art Center—partner in the AOMORI GOKAN
project to offer local residents and outside visitors a range of uniquely
Aomori art experiences, at the same time encouraging them to
explore the region, via a program of exhibitions and events drawing
on the features of each institution.

The 2024 Arts Fest ran from April 13 to September 1. Taking the
theme “Interweavers in Open Fields,” it consisted of a series

of exhibitions, projects and performances jointly staged by the

locally based curators of each museum, also giving people the
opportunity to discover Aomori’s wider attractions by offering art as
a springboard for experiencing the cultural vibrancy of the prefecture,
from its natural landscapes and architecture, to its culinary specialties.
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Becoming Feral
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Becoming Feral showcased four artists who have
turned their attention to the natural world and various
landscapes in works dealing with the relationship
between homo sapiens and other species, ina
reexamination of binary assumptions around humans
and nature. The exhibition featured a sculptural
installation by Umico Niwa using crickets and recycled
discarded goods; tactile textile works in wool by Yoko
Daihara; Nagata Kosuke's video and cooking offerings
on the theme of aquaculture; and an installation by
Anais-karenin that used plants, scent and sound to
deliver up a multifaceted view of plant life.

Atist
Umico Niwa, Yoko Daihara, Anais-karenin, Nagata
Kosuke

Organized by | Towada Art Center

Endorsed by | Embassy of Brazil, Asahi Broadcasting Aomori

Co,, Ltd., Aomori Broadcasting Corporation, Aomori Television
Broadcasting Co, Ltd., Aomori Fm Broadcasting, The Daily-Tohoku
Shimbun Inc., The To-o Nippo Press, and Towada City Board of
Education

Curator | Toyama Aruma

Public Program
» Apr 27,2024 Gallery Talk by Curator
» Aug 18,2024 Gallery Talk by Curator

Catalogue
Becoming Feral
Published by Towada Art Center on Dec 1,2024
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Kuribayashi Takashi GENKI-RO
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Kuribayashi Takashi’'s GENKI-RO installation toured all five
participating Aomori museums, as a shared AOMORI GOKAN
Arts Fest project. Kuribayashi is primarily concerned with

the boundaries that exist in every place and time, including
between inside and outside spaces, nature and humans, and
between people themselves, in works that revisit the meaning
of these divisions. GENKI-RO is an experiential piece in which
fragrant herbal steam is generated inside a structure shaped
like a nuclear reactor, which visitors can enter. Each museum
operated this artwork/steam sauna using a blend of herbs
growing wild locally. As part of the Arts Fest, performers from
the area around each museum also joined musician Tatsuta
Shoin a series of live concerts alongside GENKI-RO that
encompassed folk music from different parts of Aomori, jazz,
and classical music, in a program dubbed “Aomori GENKI-RO
Trip.” These were also recorded by photographer, filmmaker
and head of the Cinema Caravan collective Shizuno Rai, who
works alongside Kuribayashi.

At the Towada Art Center we were fortunate to have
assistance from Towada Sauna, who operate their own sauna
on the shore of Lake Towada, to collect kuromoji (Lindera
umbellata) branches for use in, and to run, GENKI-RO. A music
event was also held, featuring local classical guitar duo ea-Z's
along with musicians Tatsuta Sho and Shinoda Miru. Two of
Kuribayashi’s YATAI stalls belonging to TAC and the Matsumoto
Chaho tea store were displayed at the site, attracting people
from all walks of life to mix and mingle. Video footage of GENKI-
RO at Documenta 15 was screened on exterior walls of the
museum and cafe.

Artists
Kuribayasi Takashi, Shizuno Rai, Cinema Caravan,
Sho Tatsuta, Miru Shinoda

Local musician
Classical guitar duo ea-Z’'s

Organized by | Towada Art Center
In cooperation with | Towada Sauna, Matsumoto Chaho tea store
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